
Pope Leo XIV proclaims a “Special Year of St 
Francis” 

 

 

Pope Leo XIV has declared 2026 a “Special Year of St Francis”, honouring the 800th anniversary 
of the death of St Francis of Assisi. 

The jubilee year was inaugurated on January 10 with a decree issued by the Apostolic 
Penitentiary of the Holy See, and will run until January 10, 2027. 

During that time, the faithful can obtain this grace under the usual conditions – sacramental 
confession, Communion, and prayer for the intentions of the pope – by making a pilgrimage to 
any Franciscan conventual church or place of worship dedicated to St Francis anywhere in the 
world. 

The decree asked that every Christian, “following the example of the Saint of Assisi, may himself 
become a model of holiness of life and a constant witness of peace.” 

Pope Leo XIV said the example of St Francis was needed now more than ever. 

“In this age, marked by so many seemingly interminable wars, by internal and social divisions that 
create mistrust and fear, he continues to speak. Not because he offers technical solutions, but 
because his life points to the authentic source of peace,” the pope wrote. 

St Francis of Assisi was born in 1181 and following a live of extravagance as a young man, he 
lived a life of poverty and founded the Order of Friars Minor, know more commonly as the 
Franciscans, as many people followed his example. 



His spirituality has inspired the creation of many other religious orders throughout the centuries 
and he remains one of the most influential saints in the life of the Church. 

He died on Saturday, 3 October 1226 and was declared a saint just two years later. His body was 
buried in the Basilica of St Francis which was built shortly after his death. 

 
Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago 

went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, 
intercede for us before the Lord. 

You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, 
teach us to seek in Him the source of all reconciliation 

that breaks down every wall. 

You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war 
and misunderstanding, 

give us the courage to build bridges 
where the world raises up boundaries. 

In this time afflicted by conflict and division, 
intercede for us so that we may become peacemakers: 

unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. 

Amen 
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https://liturgy.perthcatholic.org.au/year-of-st-francis-2026/ 

Reflection by Pope Leo XIV 

 https://youtu.be/pocawIXCTyk?si=IM76XeXR51dWz5LL 
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