them, ‘Peace be with you,” and showed them
his hands and his side. The disciples were
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and
he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the
Lord,” he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes
that the nails made in his hands and can put
my finger into the holes they made, and unless
I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to
believe.” Eight days later the disciples were in
the house again and Thomas was with them.
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and
stood among them. ‘Peace be with you,” he
said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here; look, here are my hands. Give
me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt
no longer but believe.” Thomas replied, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him;

“You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet

believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they are not
recorded in this book. These are recorded so
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing this you
may have life through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; / from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. / I believe
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Accept, O Lord, we pray, the oblations of
your people (and those you have brought to
new birth), that, renewed by confession of
your name and by Baptism, they may attain
unending happiness. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE | OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Jn 20:27

Bring your hand and feel the place of the
nails,

and do not be unbelieving but believing,
alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that our
reception of this paschal Sacrament may

have a continuing effect in our minds and
hearts. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended, alleluia,
alleluia!

R. Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

THE GIFT OF PEACE

Today is the extension of Easter Sunday.
It is such an important and central feast in
our Liturgical calendar that we celebrate
it for a whole week, and Easter itself, over
six weeks. Today’s Gospel from John is
the appearance of the Risen Jesus to his
frightened disciples. They have locked
themselves in a room for fear of the
religious authorities, that what happened
to Jesus might also happen to them. To
their surprise, the Risen One stands in
their midst.

Three things now take place. First, Jesus
speaks. His first words are ‘Peace be
with you.” These words gifted to John’s
audience are also gifted to us: the gift
of peace, of ‘shalom’, heals all division.
Second, Jesus frightened
disciples, now filled with joy, John notes,
on mission. Their mission is the same as
that of Jesus, ‘As the Father sent me, so
I send you.” And third, he breathes on
the disciples. Jesus’” breath, the symbolic
presence of God’s life and Holy Spirit,
empowers the disciples to accomplish
their Easter mission.

sends his

The final part of the Gospel is taken
up with Thomas, his incredulity at the
presence of the Risen Jesus reported to
him by the others. When he is finally
reconnected to the community of
disciples—and this is the point of the
story—Thomas, too, comes to Easter
faith, declaring Jesus, ‘My Lord and my
God’. This beautiful Gospel underscores
for us the presence of the Risen One
amid our fears, his empowering of us, and
our need to be always connected to our
discipleship communities.

Fr MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY) / A

[ AM SENDING YOU. When we gather for Eucharist each Sunday the risen Christ
comes among us and offers us his gift of peace. Our celebration gives us joy and
strengthens our faith. But we cannot stay inside the church with its doors locked. At
the end of Mass we are sent out, commissioned to bring the love and mercy of Christ
to all who continue to bear in their bodies the wounds of crucifixion.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 1 Pet 2:2
Like newborn infants, you must long for
the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you
may grow to salvation, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first born of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the
sins of the world, / receive our prayer; /
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, / have mercy on us. / For you
alone are the Holy One, / you alone are
the Lord, / you alone are the Most High, /
Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in
the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. God of everlasting mercy, who in the very
recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the
faith of the people you have made your own,
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,
that all may grasp and rightly understand in
what font they have been washed, by whose
Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood

they have been redeemed. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God,
for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

The faithful lived together and owned everything
in common.

The whole community remained faithful
to the teaching of the apostles, to the
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to
the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked
through the apostles made a deep impression
on everyone.

The faithful all lived together and owned
everything in common; they sold their goods
and possessions and shared out the proceeds
among themselves according to what each
one needed.

They went as a body to the Temple every
day but met in their houses for the breaking
of bread; they shared their food gladly and
generously; they praised God and were looked
up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord
added to their community those destined to
be saved.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 117:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting. (or Alleluia!)

1. Let the sons of Israel say: / “His love has
no end.’ / Let the sons of Aaron say: / ‘His
love has no end,’ / Let those who fear the
Lord say: / ‘His love has no end.” R.

2. I'was thrust, thrust down and falling /
but the Lord was my helper. / The Lord

is my strength and my song; / he was my
saviour. / There are shouts of joy and

victory / in the tents of the just. R.

3. The stone which the builders rejected /
has become the corner stone. / This is the
work of the Lord, / a marvel in our eyes. /
This day was made by the Lord; / we rejoice
and are glad. R.

SECOND READING 1 Pet 1:3-9

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
He has given us a new birth as his children, by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead.

12 ArriL 2026

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a
new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ
from the dead, so that we have a sure hope
and the promise of an inheritance that can
never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away,
because it is being kept for you in the heavens.
Through your faith, God’s power will guard
you until the salvation which had been
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This
is a cause of great joy for you, even though
you may for a short time have to bear being
plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when
Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have
been tested and proved like gold — only it is
more precious than gold, which is corruptible
even though it bears testing by fire — and then
you will have praise and glory and honour.
You did not see him, yet you love him; and
still without seeing him, you are already
filled with joy so glorious that it cannot be
described, because you believe; and you are
sure of the end to which your faith looks
forward, that is, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia! / You believe in me,
Thomas, because you have seen me; /
happy those who have not seen me, but
still believe! / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Jn 20:19-31

P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

After eight days, Jesus came in and stood among
them.

In the evening of that same day, the first day
of the week, the doors were closed in the room
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to
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